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AWARDS PRESENTATION

THE BALANOFF GOOD GOVERNMENT AWARD
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Presented by:
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Managing Partner, Bojorquez Law Firm, Austin, TX 
& Sheila Bojorquez, President & CEO, City Hall Essentials, Austin, TX

The City of Pharr, Texas
The City of Ransom Canyon, Texas

AWARD PRESENTATION

THE 2026/2027 WILLIAM P. HOBBY FAMILY
DISTINGUISHED PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD

James Earp, City Manager of Hutto, Texas
Presented by:

Fred Bell, CENTEX ASPA President



INDUCTION TO PI ALPHA ALPHA, THE GLOBAL HONOR SOCIETY
FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND ADMINISTRATION

Inducted by:
By Dr. Howard Balanoff, Pi Alpha Alpha Faculty Advisor

Texas State University Inductees
(Summer 2026)

Riyanka Aryal
Savanna Batson

Julia Lynn Hester
Syeda Zareen Jahan

Hannah Kriese
Ishrat Jahan Ritu 
Sonia Shahsavari

Kazi Halimatus Sadia
Becky Vacek-Schmidt 

INTERNATIONAL CITY/COUNTY MANAGEMENT FELLOWS

Riyanka Aryal
Joa Brown

TEXAS CITY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION (TCMA) SCHOLARSHIPS

Hannah Kriese
Walker Allee

JAMES MCGREW EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH AWARD

Amberlee Adams
Hannah Amaya

Faculty Supervisor
Dr. Nandhini Rangarajan

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATIONS
Texas State University Francis Rich Scholarships for FY 2026/2027 Academic Year

Presented by:
Dr. William Langford, Assistant Professor

MPA Program

Elegy Garcia
Jazmin Guevara

Christina Kattikatt
Hannah Kriese



CLOSING REMARKS

BUSINESS MEETING
CENTEX ASPA OFFICER & ADVISORY BOARD ELECTIONS

Fred Bell
CENTEX ASPA Chapter President

&
Dr. Howard Balanoff
Professor & Director

The William P. Hobby Center for Public Service
*****************************************

James Earp
City Manager, Hutto Texas

James R. Earp, CPM, serves as City Manager for the City of Hutto, Texas, where he leads an organization of more 
than 200 employees and works alongside the City Council to guide one of the fastest-growing communities in 
Texas. He was selected as Hutto’s City Manager following a nationwide search in 2022 after more than sixteen 
years of executive leadership with the City of Kyle.

Throughout his career, James has built a reputation for leading organizations through periods of extraordinary 
growth while maintaining a steadfast commitment to principled leadership, organizational culture, and public 
service. His work has spanned virtually every aspect of municipal administration, including economic development, 
infrastructure, public-private partnerships, strategic planning, budgeting, utility systems, capital improvement 
programs, and organizational transformation.

Over the course of his career, James has overseen billions of dollars in public and private investment, managed 
hundreds of millions of dollars in capital projects, and helped shape communities through innovative partnerships, 
sustainable infrastructure, and long-range planning. His leadership has contributed to the development of thousands 
of homes, major employment centers, regional water initiatives, parks, libraries, transportation systems, and 
public facilities that continue to serve Texas communities for generations.

Beyond his service in local government, James has devoted much of his career to developing the next generation 
of public administrators. He serves as Director of the Dallas/Fort Worth cohort of the William P. Hobby Certified 
Public Manager Program and has spent nearly two decades teaching, mentoring, and coaching public servants 
across Texas. He has also served as a Certified Public Manager instructor and as an adjunct faculty member in 
public administration.

A frequent keynote speaker, instructor, and consultant, James has presented throughout Texas on topics including 
leadership, ethics, organizational culture, economic development, budgeting, employee engagement, strategic 
planning, and professional writing. His practical, people-centered approach to leadership has made him a trusted 
advisor to organizations navigating growth and change.

James holds bachelor’s degrees in Finance and Economics from Tarleton State University, a Master of Public 
Administration from the University of Texas at Arlington, and a Graduate Certificate in Environmental Management 
from Harvard University. He is a Certified Public Manager and remains an active member of both the International 
City/County Management Association and the Texas City Management Association.



Amberly Adams, Recipient of the James McGrew Excellence in Research Award

Amberlee Adams’ research paper, “Describing the Perceptions of Students and Explaining Their Performance 
After the Prescribed Fire Practitioner/Foundational Firing Operations Course”, examined the National Cohesive 
Wildland Fire Management. Strategy, focusing on creating fire resilient landscapes through prescribed fire and 
promoting safe and effective wildfire response. Prescribed fires proactively reduce hazardous fuel loads that 
contribute to larger, more destructive wildfires, helping protect lives, property, and natural resources.

Her study evaluated the Prescribed Fire Practitioner Course offered by an all-hazards fire department in Central 
Texas with a specialized wildland firefighting team. The research assessed whether the course adequately prepared 
firefighters to conduct prescribed burns and firing operations during wildfire incidents.

The findings demonstrated that the course significantly increased participants’ confidence and knowledge in 
planning and executing firing operations. The research supports continued implementation of the training, enabling 
proactive management of city-owned green spaces, reducing wildfire risk, strengthening emergency response 
capabilities, and enhancing community safety by improving preparedness, protecting public infrastructure, and 
increasing resilience to future wildfire events.

Hannah Amaya, Recipient of the James McGrew Excellence in Research Award

Hannah Amaya’s Applied Research Project, “Gauging Interagency Collaboration in the ‘One County, One 
Protocol’ Model for School Emergency Management in Hays County, Texas”, represents a unique contribution 
to the fields of public administration and emergency management. Her research investigates how interagency 
collaboration supports the implementation of the Standard Response Protocol (SRP) across law enforcement, 
school administration, and emergency management agencies in Hays County, one of the state’s earliest and most 
comprehensive models of standardized school emergency management.

Using Practical Ideal Type framework and ten semi-structured qualitative interviews, Hannah rigorously gauged 
twenty subcomponents of collaboration, communication, training, implementation, and outcomes. Her findings 
reveal strong to adequate alignment across all subcomponents, highlighting institutionalized trust, unanimous 
protocol fidelity, and organizational learning accumulated over thirteen years of coordinated practice.

Beyond documenting what works, her research identifies gaps and offers targeted recommendations for 
practitioners seeking to strengthen countywide emergency preparedness. Most significantly, her work positions 
Hays County as a replicable model for scaling unified school emergency protocols to larger Texas jurisdictions, 
directly addressing a statewide governance need. Hannah’s commitment to applied, community-centered research 
reflects the highest ideals of public service and exemplifies the spirit of the James McGrew Research Award. 
Hannah will begin pursuing a PhD in Educational Leadership this Fall at the University of Vermont. 


